
A Pilgrimage to Italy
Itinerary Highlights

Assisi 
•	 Basilica of St. Francis

•	 Tomb of St. Francis

•	 Basilica of St. Clare

•	 Basilica of Our Lady of the Angels

•	 San Damiano

•	 Hermitage Tour (optional) 

Rome & Vatican City
•	 Basilica of St. Peter

•	 Tomb of Blessed Pope John Paul II

•	 Basilica of St. Mary Major

•	 Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls

•	 Basilica of St. John Lateran

•	 The Coliseum

•	 The Pantheon

•	 Roman Forum

•	 St. Callixtus Catacombs

•	 Vatican Museum

•	 Sistine Chapel

•	 Basilica of St. Peter in 

Chains

•	 Michelangelo’s Moses

•	 Trevi Fountain 

San Giovanni Rotondo
•	 Franciscan Capuchin Friary

•	 Saint Padre Pio’s Cell

•	 Basilica

•	 Convent Chapel 

•	 Way of the Cross 

Orvieto, Gargano  
and Lanciano

An Audience with the Pope

I knew very little about 
Pope Francis when I saw 
him	for	the	first	time	on	a	

pilgrimage to Rome in April 
2013, because he had only 
been elected about a month 
earlier—March 13, 2013. 

This	was	my	first	trip	
to	Rome	and	surely	my	first	
experience seeing a Pope.  

I sat in the audience 
praying a rosary and not re-
ally knowing what to expect.  
When Pope Francis came 
out and began speaking there 
was a strong cool breeze 
on the back of my neck that 
expressed to me that surely 
the Holy Spirit was with us!  

I was so excited that I 
texted my wife, Paula, to tell 
her about it, not realizing 
that it was about 3:30 in the 
morning back home. The 
experience was surreal; I will 
never forget it!

Pope Among the People
Pope Francis spent lots 

of time riding around in 

the crowds prior to taking 
his place on the platform.  
This told me he was truly a 
“people” person.  Our group 
was near the middle of the 
audience, which meant we 
could not get very close to 
him, but we could see him 
stop to hug 
and kiss al-
most every 
small child.  
His love 
of people 
was clearly 
evident.

Pope’s Gifts to the Church
I believe the Holy Spirit 

guides the Church and we 
are given the “gifts” that we 
need just when we need 
them.  This seems surely to 
be the case with each pope 
that is elected to guide  
the Church. 

Most people only re-
member St. John Paul II and 
Pope Benedict—very few of 
us were alive or remember 

St. John XXIII or Pope 
Paul VI.  All of these 
were great leaders of 
our Church, but each 
possessed different 
gifts that were just 
what was needed by 
the Church at the time.  

It is no different 
with Pope Francis.  I 
see him as a very 
down to earth and 
simple man, but he is 
extremely holy and is 
most assuredly what 
the Church needs at 
this time. 

A Shepherd 
Guarding His Flock

Pope Francis’ most 
memorable statement to me 
is that priests should smell 
like their sheep.  I believe we 
are all called to be shepherds 

to those who are less for-
tunate than ourselves.  Pope 
Francis is telling us we are 
only doing the work of Jesus 
Christ when we meet the 
poor, the sick, the homeless, 
the prisoners, etc. wherever 
they are. 

So what if we smell like a 
homeless person at the end 
of the day—this is what Jesus 
Christ did while he was with 
us and this is what he wants 
us to do. 

Worth a Visit to Rome
Even if you’ve already 

been to Italy before, it is 
worth it to travel again on 
pilgrimage to see the new 
pope! Sure, it may be costly 
or inconvenient to leave the 
comforts of our homes to 
journey to Rome to see Pope 
Francis, but he is truly the 
successor of St. Peter.  

He needs our support 
and our love; there is no 
better way to show our love 
and support than to visit 
Rome and go to the Wednes-
day General Audience or 
the Sunday Angelus to see 
Pope Francis in person.  It is 
certainly more exciting and 
more important that we visit 
the Pope than any sporting 
event, Broadway show or 
movie here in America. 

The sheer size of St. 
Peter cannot be grasped in 
a single visit. I invite anyone 
who has been to Rome be-
fore to go back to admire the 
beauty and majesty of this 
beautiful and holy place. 

I had always dreamed 
of seeing the four major Ba-
silicas in Rome (St. Peter, St. 
Mary Major, St. John Lateran 
and St. Paul).  To attend Mass 
in each of these Basilicas is 
truly incredible.  Plus, we got 
to visit many other churches 
of	great	significance,	the	
Catacombs and the Coli-
seum—my life will never be 
the same. 

Barney LeJeune 
Magnificat Travel Escort

It is certainly more exciting and 
more important that we visit the 
Pope than any sporting event, 
Broadway show or movie here  
in America. 

P i l g r i m  W i t n e s s



P.O. Box 4801, Lafayette, LA 70502

877-454-7469 (Toll Free) 

337-291-1935 (Fax) 

info@holytravels.org
www.holytravels.org

Call today for details:  

337-291-1933 (Office)

Inclusions
•	 Round trip airfare from Houston to Rome
•	 Airport Transfer and Ground Transportation 

by Luxury Motor Coach
•	 Hotel Accommodations (3- or 4-star, double occupancy)
•	 Meals (All Breakfasts and Dinners)
•	 Spiritual Director
•	 Magnificat	Travel	Escort
•	 Local Experienced and Multi-lingual Tour Guide
•	 Masses and Spiritual Activities Coordinated
•	 Cover Charges, Entrance Fees and/or Registration Fees
•	 Orientation & Pre-Departure Meeting
•	 Hospitality Packet and Souvenir T-shirt
•	 Early Registration Discounts  

or Interest-Free Payment Plans Available  

Add-ons & Exclusions
•	 Lunches ($10-$15/day)
•	 Tips ($120 collected at journey departure)
•	 Significant	Foreign	Exchange	Rate	Fluctuation
•	 Travel Cancellation & Interruption Insurance ($225)
•	 Single Room Supplements
•	 Flight Business or First Class Upgrades

Pilgrimage Details

with Fr. Jaison Mangalath, SVD
and Fr. Sebastian Myladiyil, SVD

June 15-25, 2015

An Encounter with Jesus
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI wrote that “being Christian” is  
about our response to an encounter with the person of Jesus 
Christ. Each day’s destination is specifically designed to help 
pilgrims encounter the presence of God.

Learn more about our upcoming journeys  
and see pictures of recent trips online:

holytravels.org

facebook.com/holytravels

twitter.com/holytravels

info@holytravels.org

Take a Pilgrimage to Italy 
Assisi, Rome, San Giovanni Rotondo & Orvieto


