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CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST
Anticipated-Saturdays: 5:00 p.m.
Sundays: 7:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Monday thru Friday
8:00 a.m.
First Saturday: 8:00 a.m.
Holydays: 6:00 p.m. (anticipated ) & 7:00 a.m.

SACRAMENTS
Reconciliation

Saturday 4:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. During the week: 6:30 a.m. and at
any time by appointment.

Baptism

Please meet with a priest to register for the Baptism preparation Class
which usually takes place on the first Sunday of the month. Baptism
is usually done on the Saturday following the Class.

Matrimony

Make arrangements with a priest at least six months prior to wedding
date.
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Holy Ghost Mission Statement:
Holy Ghost Faith Community invites its members to a personal conversion to God the Father through the Son in the
Holy Spirit and is committed to teach and share the Good News of Christ to others.

From the Pastor’s Desk
July 19, 2020
The unprecedented global crisis of Covid-19 has changed so many things in our life. Our routine
and things that we were “used to doing” have shifted whether we like it or not. In place of
meeting in person, learning in the classroom, and physical attendance in Church, we must get
ourselves accustomed to virtual meetings, virtual learning, virtual Church services, and many
more. Good hygiene and wearing a mask have been the practice since the outbreak of the virus.
Not only have these aspects of life changed, some aspects of our spiritual life have experienced
transformations as well. In an informal conversation with a good friend of mine recently, he
confided that Corona Virus has helped him to become a better Catholic. He was not speaking
about the good of the virus but rather the impacts this virus has brought to his spiritual renewal.
He has more time to pray, reading the bible, following online mass either on television or Facebook,
and doing the stations of the cross every Friday.
What my friend shared is what we call “a blessing in disguise”. It is a testimony that God always
brings good out of evil. Amid this global health crisis our Church Parish of Holy Ghost
has experienced the very tangible blessing and intervention of God. We have been blessed financially
through your contributions even though many of us have struggled due to the pandemic. We have
been blessed with so many men, women, and children who volunteer their time to clean up the
church building after each service. We have been blessed with so many parishioners and
friends of Holy Ghost Church who participate in our virtual weekday and Sunday masses. We
are blessed to have a very committed staff in the office and on the ground to take care of what
our parish needs. For this, I am very grateful.
How long will we be in this uncertain situation? No one knows. It is uncertain. Therefore, I
urge you to do ORA ET LABORA, a Latin phrase that expresses the need to balance prayer
and work. We first need to pray to God, who is certain and all knowing, that this crisis will
soon come to an end. Second, we need to do our part. Let us take care of each other by following
the directives given to us. Our collaborative efforts are needed to bring about the change we
would like to see. America has been standing strong because we believe and live out the motto
“united we stand”. Imbued by that motto I convincedly can say “Together we can do it.”
With prayer and blessing,
Lambert A. Lein, SVD
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Holy Ghost Creole Festival News

Dear Parishioners and Friends,
November is a very significant month for Catholics in general and for Holy Ghost Catholic
Church in particular. For Catholics, it is a time to remember our loved ones who have transitioned
from this earthly life to the heavenly realm. We express our love for them, and we reminisce about
our time with them in many forms and fashions. Some demonstrate it through placing flowers on
their tomb, visiting their final resting place, and beautifying their grave. Others may express it
by offering prayers and masses for the repose of their souls. Whatever forms of remembrance
we may have, they convey the same idea and belief that we as the Church Militant (Ecclesia
militans) consisting of those alive on earth are always in union with the Church Penitent
(Ecclesia poenitens) consisting of those undergoing purification in purgatory in preparation for
heaven and the Church Triumphant (Ecclesia triumphans) consisting of those already in heaven.
For Holy Ghost Catholic Church in Opelousas, it is not only a time of remembrance but
also a time of celebration. We mark the significance of this month with our annual celebration
of the Creole Festival on the first weekend. This time has been set aside for 28 years to celebrate
the uniqueness of Creole culture that manifests in cuisine, dances, songs, and at the same time
to raise money for the continued upkeep of the Church. In fact, this is the biggest fundraiser for
the Church.
Over the years, funds raised at the Creole Festival have helped us pay our insurance and
other major expenses as well as the daily operation of the parish. We usually raise between
$75,000 to $90,000 each year. This amount is generated from the sale of raffle tickets, food
and drinks, sponsorships, donations, and of course the sacrifice and hard work we put into it.
Many of us are looking forward to that moment of celebration. However, the Corona Virus
pandemic has forced us to think of different alternatives. A preliminary discussion already took
place two weeks ago at a virtual meeting between the Festival Core Team, Finance Council,
and the officers of the Parish Council. We looked at two possible options where both involve
the sale of Fall Raffle Tickets. The first option is to have either one or two days of a dinner sale
on a smaller scale plus your raffle tickets. And the second option is to ask each family to contribute
Fifty Dollars ($50.00) in addition to their fall raffle tickets. These two options are still on the
table for further discussion until we make a final decision at our next meeting in August. When
the decision has been made, I will then make it public to all parishioners.
It is so unfortunate that we have to reduce our celebration of that magnitude to something simple and small this year when our Church Parish celebrates its centennial. But what
can we say? It is life, “C’est la vie”. Life has its own dynamic. But as believers we all believe
that behind every life event and experience, there lies some important lessons.
In conclusion, I would invite each parishioner to pray for the success of the Centennial
Celebration of our parish in October and the 2020 Creole Festival in November. Your prayers
and support will make a huge difference in the life of our parish.
With prayer and blessing,
Lambert A. Lein, SVD
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Sacrament of Baptism
The sacrament of Baptism is going to resume in August.
The last day of the registration and interview is August
3rd. Zoom Class will be held Saturday, August 8th at
9am with Fr. Lambert and the Baptism Preparation
Team.
Rite of Baptism: August 8th following the 5:00 P.M.

GIFTS TO GOD’S WORK
Weekend of July 27/28, 2020
Offering………….. .
$ 8,789.55
Children’s Collection…
1.00
Capital Campaign Receipts…
227.00
Other Receipts…….
195.36
Total Receipts
$ 9,212.91
Week# 4 of Fiscal Year 2020-2021
Required Wkly Average Collection:
Parish Operation Budget FY 2020-2021 $ 15,125.00

OC CORNER
Opelousas Catholic will welcome students
back on campus starting this week. All guidelines
have been followed and preparations made to keep
the children safe, and the administration and staff
look forward to a successful year! Among the many
measures taken, new hand-washing sinks and bottlefilling stations have been installed and extra teachers
(K-8) hired to allow smaller classes to minimize
contact, and more!

The theme chosen for this year is “Together”
and is very appropriate as the OC family works
through this pandemic together with great faith and
confidence.
There are openings in some grade levels, so apply
online now for admission (www.ocsvikings.com). With
questions, email school registrar, Joanne Briley, at
brileyj@ocsvikings.com.

CCD Registration

Prayer for a Priest

Registration for the 2020-2021 year will
take place from August 3rd to August 31st.
Registration forms can be accessed on-line
at the church's website
www.hgcatholic.org. All fees are waived for
the 2020-2021 year.

August– 1234567-

Completed forms must be returned in a
seal envelope labeled CCD Registration to
the parish office by dropping it in the mail
slot of the door of the rectory or may be
placed in the offering basket at the weekend masses.

Eternal Father, we lift up to You these and
all the priests of the world. Sanctify them.
Heal and guide them. Mold them into the likeness of Your Son, Jesus, the Eternal High
Priest. May their lives be pleasing to you. In
Jesus' name we pray. Amen.

First time student and First Communion
students must attach a copy of their Baptism
certificate. Confirmation students must
attach a copy of Baptism and First
Communion certificates.

August 2 – Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

For questions or additional information,
please contact the parish office at 337-9422732.

Pope Francis
Emeritus Benedict XVI
Bishop J. Douglas Deshotel
Bishop Emeritus Michael Jarrell
Rev. Gregory Usselmann, SJ
Rev. Jason Vidrine
Rev. Richard Vidrine

A Vocation View: A Vocation View: Jesus multiplies the
gifts we give to Him. Share your talents with Him and many
blessings will surface.

DIVINE WORD MISSIONARIES and SISTER
SERVANTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
800-553-3321
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, August 1, 2020
5:00 p.m.

For the Deceased: Mable Robertson, Gerald Robertson, Kenneth
Gradney; Kay Castille, Martine Castille, Herbert Castille; Mildred
Carriere, Herman Carriere, Granger family, Cecelia and
Audrey; Goldman and Helen C. Reynaud and deceased members
of the Chenier and Reynaud families, Antoine and Antonia C.
Rivette and deceased members of the Comeaux and Rivette
families; Albert Taylor and deceased members of the Taylor
and Guillory family

Sunday, August 2, 2020
7:00 a.m.

For the Living: M/M Gilbert A. Jerry, Jr. and family, M/M
Hubert A. Jerry and family, Carlton Handy, Sr. and family
For the Deceased: Rosa, Alley, Elemenia Jean and deceased
members of the Jean and Chavis families; M/M William Gabriel
and deceased members of the Gabriel & Lavine families; Helen
Reed, Eronia Reed; M/M Louis Butler, Sr. and Sons, Mary B.
McCoy, Mary B. Butler; Gregory L. Washington, Sr., Gregory
L. Washington, Jr., Ella Hill, Michael Pickens, Arthur Pickens,
Sr.; Eula Lastrapes; Benjamin, Marie, Curt, Lorenzo and Dixie
Chenier; M/M Charlie (Madeline) Robinson, M/M Gilbert
(Hester) Jerry, Mable Handy

10:00 a.m.

For the Living: KPC Holy Ghost Court 8 Sick & Shut-Ins
members;
For the Deceased: Ella Mae Fitzgerald, Hester L. Daniels,
Russell G. Daniels; Junius and Lillian LeBlanc, Glenn Keith
Thomas; Lee Audrey Beverly; Joseph and Lee Audrey Beverly;
Eugene Zachary, Theo and Eloise Gailes, M/M Nathan Zachary;
Mildred Hiner Gordon, Ruby Rideau Gordon, Henry Gordon;
Mary Clues; Herman Fuselier and deceased members of the
Fuselier family, M/M Adam Rideaux and deceased members of
the Rideaux family, Albert Mallet and deceased members of
the Mallet family; Judy Singleton, Weston Singleton, Hazel
Singleton; Wilda Shakesnider, Lawrence Shakesnider, Aaron
Joshua Hicks III; Kenneth Lastrapes, Ernest Lastrapes, Jr., M/
M Alcide Carmon; Charles Richard, Jr., Zack and Leona Richard,
Members of the Richard and Collins families; M/M Felix Fontenot,
Joyce & Stanley Abbot, Aubrey Fontenot; John Miller, Jr.;
Mitchell and Leonor Olivier; Selby S. Daigle and deceased
members of the Mallet, Chenier and Daigle families

Weekday Mass Intentions
8:00 a.m.

Monday, August 3, 2020
Holy Ghost Parishioners
Tuesday, August 4, 2020
Holy Ghost Parishioners
Wednesday, August 5, 2020
For the Deceased: Mildred Hiner Gordon
Thursday, August 6, 2020
For the Deceased: Barbara Jean Washington Waddell (A)
Velma A. Washington, Raymond Washington
Friday, August 7, 2020
For the Deceased: Erwin, Lucille, and Charles Collins, Jackie
Green, Karen Dartez, Harold Dartez, Hugh, Lovenia, and Raymond
Espree, Betty E. Fontenot, Rebecca Dillard; Mark W. Dronet;
Henry Gordon (42nd A), Arnold, Irene and Rodney Gradney;
Robert Bob Brown (B)

August 2, 2020
Pray for the sick
Please keep the following parishioners in your prayers
Patrick Aggison, James Albert, Anthony Alexander, Debra
Alexander, Terri Allen, Vertie Amos, Eva Antoine, Joyce
Babineaux, Joseph Baker, Mary Alice Benoit, Matthew
Briscoe, Timothy Bryant, Ann Carrier, Andre Carron, Orelin
Carter, Lucille Lastrapes Champagne, Gertrude Charles,
Martha Charles, Annie Chavis, Pamela Chenier, Lloyd
Cormier, Helen Cretien, Danielle Curtis, Shontell Curtis, Joseph
Curtis, Rita Daniel, Irma J. Dartez, Bertha Davis, Serita
Declouette, Ethel DeJean, Theresa Donatto, Barbara R. A.
Durousseau, Elise Douresseau, Irma Durousseau, Laura
Durousseau, Betty Edmond, Armand Espree, Jr., Frank Esprit,
Sr., Gail Finley, Shirley Francis, Joe Raphael Frank, Lawrence
Frank, Mary Fuselier, Delores Gailes, Spencer Gallow, Hilda
Garderer, Bessie Garrett, Cynthia Green, Mitchell Greene, Jr.,
Barbara Guillory, Thelma Guillory, Leonard Hamiliton, Wilda
Handy, Justine Hardy, Linda Hardy, Timothy Hardy, Jr., Timothy
Hardy, Sr., Ethel Hawkins, George Hill, Cleveland Hooper,
Connie Hooper, Marie Jackson, Aaron Johnson, Florence
Johnson, M/M Joe Johnson, Mary Johnson, Thomas Johnson,
Depetris Jolivette, Jeanette Jolivette, John C. Jolivette, Gene
Jolivette, Frazier Jordan, Julia King, John Landry, Keirstan
LeCompte, Rose M. Leger, Amos Lewis, Paul L. Lewis, Georgia
McCloud, Darryl Mason, Anastasia Mason, Ezola Mayfield,
Lisa Meche, Francisca Mouton, Rosa Myers, Edward Mixon,
Sr., Emma Montgomery, Joyce Mouton, Debra Murray,
Leona N a s h , L e o n a r d N a s h , D o r o t h y P a y n e ,
F l o r e n c e P i c k n e y, Mark Rachal, Emily Richard,
Joyce Richard, Lucille Richard, Shirley Richard, Jenita
Robert, Victoria Robert, Mary Rubin, Gregory Savoie, Makayla
Savoie, Sonja Semien, Benjamin R. Shelvin, Irma Singleton,
Shirley Stevens, Mary Stewart, Eula Sylvester, Joseph Taylor, Jr.,
Germaine Thierry, Gretchen Thomas, Adilynne Troullies, Lillie
Turner, Octavia Valliere, Mark Veazie, Gloria Washington, Mary
A. White, Brenda Williams, Eugene Woods, Zachary, Major &
Gilbert families, SVD Benefactors

Holy Ghost family wishes to extend
our heartfelt sympathy and prayerful
support to the
bereaved families of:
Llewelleyn Sibley
and
Farice Daigle, Sr.
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord
and let the perpetual light shine
upon them. Amen

Word Broken, Word Shared
Editor: Hilarion Kistner, OFM, STD, SSL. Exegesis: G: Fr. Eugene Hensell, OSB, Fr. Hilarion Kistner, OFM, Fr. Timothy Schehr, SSL
Published by Franciscan Media, 28 W. Liberty Street, Cincinnati, Ohio 45202. www.franciscanmedia.org
(The following exegesis is provided for the parishioners of Holy Ghost to deepen their understanding of the Word as heard on Weekend Mass.
Please use it for your reflection throughout the week and for sharing around your dinner table with family.) Published with permission;
Title by Fr. Jaison Mangalath, S.V.D.
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Exegesis of the 1st Reading: Isaiah 55:1–3 This oracle
neatly summarizes what the prophet has been saying for
the last 15 chapters. The experience of exile stripped
away all the worldly interests that once weakened the
nation’s attachment to God. Now is the time for them to
display trust in God’s power to lead them into a brighter
future. Again and again, the prophet contrasts the empty
illusions of human making with the real benefits provided
by God (chapter 44). The exile episode of their history is
over; now begins a story of restoration. God’s saving plan
for them is already unfolding. Now they need to become
willing participants.
1) Invitation. The prophet invites the people to draw closer
to God. In the past they looked for satisfaction in earthly
and limited resources. This policy proved a complete failure,
clearly exhibited in the collapse of the kingdom and followed
by years of exile. The prophet proposes a far more viable
alternative; he wants them to pursue in all earnest a right
relationship with God. This was the detail lacking in their
old formula for success. With God they will discover a
path to lasting success. Service to God provides a perspective
on the world that opens up new avenues to fulfillment. Greed
and self-interest must be replaced by generosity and concern
for others.
2) Life. If the people listen to God, all the advantages
promised to David and his successors will be theirs. Their
hold on life will be all the more secure. They will enjoy
fine foods and choice wines at God’s banquet table, an
experience no money can buy.

Exegesis of the 2nd Reading: Romans 8:35, 37–39
1) Christ’s love. No hardship or suffering—not even the
threat of death—should undermine our faith in the saving
love of Christ.
2) God’s love. No creature above or below, nothing present
or future, no experience in life should shake our confidence
in God’s love for us.
Exegesis of the Gospel: Matthew 14:13–21 Jesus has just
heard about John the Baptist’s execution. John and Jesus
shared an intimate spiritual relationship, and Jesus naturally
wants to get away to a deserted place by himself and
grieve the death of his friend and mentor. But the crowds
will give Jesus no peace. Rather than be angry with the
crowds, he is moved with pity and begins curing their

sick.
1) The need for food. When evening approaches, the disciples
urge Jesus to send the people away so they can get food
for themselves. Jesus’ response must have been startling:
No problem—feed them yourselves! But the total food
resource available was five loaves and two fish, basically
nothing. Jesus, however, remains undaunted.
2) The miraculous feeding. Jesus has the crowds sit down
as though they are gathering for a picnic. Then he takes
the five loaves and the two fish, says the traditional blessing,
and breaks the loaves. He gives the food to the disciples to
feed the crowds. Notice, there is not one word regarding
how Jesus did this. Nevertheless, 5,000+ people are satisfactorily
fed. Some estimate the number could be as high as 20,000
to 30,000—one tenth the region’s total population. That gives
this miracle a strong social dynamic in terms of feeding
the hungry.
3) Twelve baskets of leftovers. Not only did everyone get
fed, but there were 12 baskets of leftovers. Perhaps this
symbolizes Jesus reconstituting the 12 tribes of Israel.
Certainly this story looks back to Exodus chapter 16 (the
miraculous feeding of the Israelites with manna in the
desert). There also the people were fed in abundance.
This story also looks forward to the Last Supper and the
Eucharist, which still feeds people in abundance. Some
point out that the Greek word for “fragments” (klasmata,
Matthew 14:20) is used also in the Didache with reference to the
Eucharist (9:3–4). Running throughout the story of Jesus
feeding the 5,000+ is the emphasis on abundance. These
different feedings are not acts of barely skimping
through. They take place in an environment of dangerous
scarcity, transforming it into a situation of abundance.

