HOLY GHOST CATHOLIC CHURCH
747 N Union Street
Church: (337) 942-2732
P.O. Box 1785
Fax: (337) 948-4108
Opelousas, LA 70570
Religious Ed: (337) 948-4722
Website: www.hgcatholic.org
Parish Office Hours: Monday-Thursday: 8:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
(Until further notice)
Friday 8:30a.m. –12 noon

Founded: October 7, 1920 by Fr. James A. Hyland,
C.S.Sp.,
Staffed by Divine Word Missionaries

CLERGY
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Mrs. Madeline Taylor, President
Mrs. Ledricka Thierry, Vice President
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CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST
Anticipated-Saturdays: 5:00 p.m.
Sundays: 7:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Monday thru Friday
8:00 a.m.
First Saturday: 8:00 a.m.
Holydays: 6:00 p.m. (anticipated ) & 7:00 a.m.

SACRAMENTS
Reconciliation

Saturday 4:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. During the week: 6:30 a.m. and at
any time by appointment.

Baptism

Please meet with a priest to register for the Baptism preparation Class
which usually takes place on the first Sunday of the month. Baptism
is usually done on the Saturday following the Class.

Matrimony

Make arrangements with a priest at least six months prior to wedding
date.
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Holy Ghost Mission Statement:
Holy Ghost Faith Community invites its members to a personal conversion to God the Father through the Son in the
Holy Spirit and is committed to teach and share the Good News of Christ to others.

From the Pastor’s Desk
This unprecedented global crisis of Covid-19 has changed so many things in our life. Our routine
and things that we were “used to doing” have shifted whether we like it or not. In place of
meeting in person, learning in the classroom, and physical attendance in Church, we must get
ourselves accustomed to virtual meetings, virtual learning, virtual Church services, and many
more. Good hygiene and wearing a mask have been the practice since the outbreak of the virus.
Not only have these aspects of life changed, some aspects of our spiritual life have experienced
transformations as well. In an informal conversation with a good friend of mine recently, he
confided that Corona Virus has helped him to become a better Catholic. He was not speaking
about the good of the virus but rather the impacts this virus has brought to his spiritual renewal.
He has more time to pray, reading the bible, following online mass either on television or Facebook, and doing the stations of the cross every Friday.
What my friend shared is what we call “a blessing in disguise”. It is a testimony that God always
brings good out of evil. Amid this global health crisis our Church Parish of Holy Ghost
has experienced the very tangible blessing and intervention of God. We have been blessed
financially through your contributions even though many of us have struggled due to the pandemic.
We have been blessed with so many men, women, and children who volunteer their time to
clean up the church building after each service. We have been blessed with so many parishioners
and friends of Holy Ghost Church who participate in our virtual weekday and Sunday masses.
We are blessed to have a very committed staff in the office and on the ground to take care of
what our parish needs. For this, I am very grateful.
How long will we be in this uncertain situation? No one knows. It is uncertain. Therefore, I urge you to do ORA ET LABORA, a Latin phrase that expresses the need to balance
prayer and work. We first need to pray to God, who is certain and all knowing, that
He will soon bring this crisis to an end. Second, we need to do our part. Let us take
care of each other by following the directives given to us. Our collaborative efforts are
needed to bring about the change we would like to see.
With prayer and blessing,
Lambert A. Lein, SVD
A Prayer to Our Lady, Health of the Sick, during COVID 19 pandemic; By: Pope Francis

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope. We entrust ourselves to you,
Health of the Sick. At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith. You, Salvation
of the Roman People, know what we need. We are certain that you will provide, so that, as you did at Cana of
Galilee, joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial. Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform
ourselves to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus tells us: He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and
bore our sorrows to bring us, through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen. We seek refuge under
your protection, O Holy Mother of God. Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test – and deliver us
from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin.
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REFLECTIONS ON LIFE: THE TANGLED ROAD OF MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE
By: Father Jerome LeDoux, S.V.D. (Published with permission;

By Fr. Lambert Lein, S.V.D.)

With a roughly 50 percent chance of failure, it is common knowledge that married life is the most difficult vocation
of all, given the tough task assigned in Genesis 2:24 that “the two shall become one flesh.” Since half of all marriages
are not made in heaven, not equally yoked, it is very unpleasant and, where there is hostility, sometimes dangerous for
many married couples to remain together.
It was against this backdrop that friend Art Magaldi, analyst/debater and unofficial spokesman for the laity, expressed
his reflections on July 29 past:
Father L., I'm not responding to the current piece, but I would like your opinion on the Church ruling that divorced
and remarried Catholics cannot receive the Eucharist. I'm opposed to this prohibition because it seems to put these people in
a perpetual state which for practical purposes approaches excommunication. They cannot actually undo the situation which
they admittedly caused. Are they to repudiate the present spouse (and possibly children) to return to the former spouse because they
want to be Catholics in good standing? I think we realize that that choice is not really a viable one. So what is the point
of punishing/banishing them forever? Wouldn't it be better for the institutional Church to say that they have broken an
important directive of the Lord, and God will decide their fate on an individual basis? This is, of course, what will happen
ultimately. I know that they are living in a state of sin, but there really is no way out of it.
It doesn't seem to me that Jesus intended sinners to languish in this excluded state forever. How about if they confessed
their sin and expressed sorrow for their mistake, saying, in effect, “I'm sorry I made this poor choice and did not follow
your directive, Lord. I know I am not entitled to this second husband/wife, but here I am and I still want to be close to
you; I still want to receive you and be a part of you through the Eucharist.” The teachings of Jesus are all about forgiveness.
So why can't they be forgiven and be reincorporated into the Church?
This exclusionary ruling has the effect of driving the divorced and remarried away from the Church. Is this what
Jesus intended? This ruling really means that all sins can be forgiven except that which the divorced commit by remarrying. You
can commit all kinds of sins, even be a child molester, admittedly a touchy subject, and you can remain in the club, so to
speak (Note that clerical pedophiles are defrocked), but the divorced and remarried, well, they are just not eligible! It
comes across as something like we are good, so we can receive, but you are bad and so you cannot. It seems to go
against the teachings of Jesus who was always trying to draw sinners closer to Him. To me, this has a pharisaical feel to
it, recalling that Jesus said to the Pharisees that you place heavy burdens on others with your rules, but do not lift a finger to
help them. What help is given to these people, excluding them from the body and blood of the Christ?
If the Eucharist is the heart of Catholicism, the decision that a group cannot participate in it effectively prevents them
practicing their religion. They are driven away from God. This simply does not seem to be what God intends. I know you
will express your thoughts on this.
Stay well and best regards,
Art
There are very real problems here, of course. The first problem is being hemmed in by Jesus as he answered the Pharisees
in Matthew 19:8, “Because of your hardness of heart Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was
not so.” Since Jesus does not leave any leeway, that presents us with the problem of a previous bond of marriage blocking the
way to remarriage.
The only realistic solution to the many locked-in, baked-in problems of a couple settled in a new marriage is to attack
the validity of the previous marriage(s) by finding grounds for an annulment of said marriage(s). That, of course, can be
more than a notion, requiring much paperwork and witness depositions over the span of 6 months to a year. Ironically,
the worse the previous marriage was, the more likely will there be grounds to declare nullity. Annual success rate is ca
79 %.
With 5.9 of the world’s Catholics, the U.S. receives 35,000, 60% of the Church’s total. U.S. success with annulments
has earned the nickname “Catholic Divorce.”
Other issues are painful but to no avail. As Art noted, being trapped in an ironclad box of one’s own choosing by ignoring
the existing bond of marriage and taking on a new marriage reduces a couple to living in concubinage. Try nullity.
-"God is love, and all who abide in love abide in God and God in them." (1 John 4:16)
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Religious Education
Registration for our Religious Education Program is
still uncertain currently due to the Pandemic. Please
check the Website or Facebook for more information
as it arises.
GIFTS TO GOD’S WORK
Weekend of July 4/5, 2020
Offering………….. .
$ 11,733.39
Children’s Collection…
1.00
Capital Campaign Receipts…
776.00
Other Receipts…….
620.00
Total Receipts
$ 13,130.39

Eucharistic Boat Procession
Sixth Annual Fête-Dieu du Teche 40-mile
Eucharistic Boat Procession to be held on
Saturday, August 15. Boat Registration is now
Open. Please visit http://www.jesuscrucified.net/
for registration and more information.

Required Wkly Average Collection:
Parish Operation Budget FY 2020-2021 $ 15,125.00
Loan Balance– 05/31/2020
Loan Payment– July 1, 2020

$1,492,243.12
30,000.00

OC CORNER
In OC’s recent Graduation Ceremony, some of the
most prestigious awards included: American Legion
awards – Noah LaBruyere & Lora Charles; Fr. Matt
“Little Light of Mine” Scholarship – Myles Lynch;
Four-Year Religion Awards – Noah LaBruyere &
Katie Wagley; and in athletics, the Viking & Lady
Viking of the Year – Donovan Green, Jesse Roy &
Katie Wagley; and Scholastic Athletes with highest
GPA – Noah LaBruyere & Lora Charles.
Congratulations to all 52 graduates!
The 2020-2021 school year in nearing! Application for
admission may still be made online
(www.ocsvikings.com). With questions, email
M rs . Br i l e y, Ad m i s si on s Di r e ct o r, at b ri le yj @ oc svi kin gs .c o m . T h er e a r e l i mi t ed
op eni n gs in some grades. To avoid a waiting
list, apply immediately.
July 19 – Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

A Vocation View: The Lord is a God of mercy and
graciousness, abounding in kindness and fidelity.
Our response is one of gratitude for calling us to be
his disciples.
DIVINE WORD MISSIONARIES and SISTER
SERVANTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
800-553-3321

Prayer for a Priest
July- 19 -Rev. Joseph Stemmann
20 -Rev. Michael Sucharski
21 –Very Rev. Jared Suire, VE
22- Rev. Brian Taylor
23- Rev. Charles Thibodeaux, SJ
24- Rev. Jude Thierry
25– Charles Nicholas Trahan

Eternal Father, we lift up to You these and
all the priests of the world. Sanctify them.
Heal and guide them. Mold them into the likeness of Your Son, Jesus, the Eternal High
Priest. May their lives be pleasing to you. In
Jesus' name we pray. Amen.

Advertiser of the Week
A-Plus Glass Service
Shane Andrepont
337-948-6177
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Mass Intentions

Pray for the sick
Please keep the following parishioners in your prayers

Saturday, July 18, 2020
5:00 p.m.
For the Deceased: Mable Robertson, Gerald Robertson,
Kenneth Gradney; Kay Castille, Martine Castille,
Herbert Castille; Goldman and Helen C. Reynaud and
deceased members of the Chenier and Reynaud families,
Antoine and Antonia C. Rivette and deceased members
of the Comeaux and Rivette families; Mildred Carriere,
Herman Carriere, Granger family, Cecelia and
Audrey
Sunday, July 19, 2020
7:00 a.m.
For the Living: M/M Gilbert A. Jerry, Jr. and family,
M/M Hubert A. Jerry and family, Carlton Handy, Sr.
and family
For the Deceased: M/M Charlie (Madeline) Robinson,
M/M Gilbert (Hester) Jerry, Mable Handy; Leroy LeDay,
Josephine LeDay, Paul A. Leday; Eula Lastrapes;
Benjamin, Marie, Curt, Lorenzo and Dixie Chenier
9:00 a.m.
For the Deceased: Eugene Zachary, Theo and Eloise
Gailes, M/M Nathan Zachary; Mildred Hiner Gordon,
Ruby Rideau Gordon, Henry Gordon; Brennan Ford,
Anthony Rodney; Joseph and Lee Audrey Beverly; Judy
Singleton, Weston Singleton, Hazel Singleton; Jonald
Walker, Sr.; Herman Fuselier and deceased members
of the Fuselier family, M/M Adam Rideaux and deceased
members of the Rideaux family, Albert Mallet and
deceased members of the Mallet family; Jessie Johnson;
Junius and Lillian LeBlanc, Glenn Keith Thomas;
Irene Ned Charles Richard, Jr., Zack and Leona
Richard, Members of the Richard and Collins families

Patrick Aggison, James Albert, Anthony Alexander, Debra
Alexander, Terri Allen, Vertie Amos, Eva Antoine, Joyce
Babineaux, Joseph Baker, Mary Alice Benoit, Matthew
Briscoe, Timothy Bryant, Ann Carrier, Andre Carron, Orelin
Carter, Lucille Lastrapes Champagne, Gertrude Charles,
Martha Charles, Annie Chavis, Pamela Chenier, Lloyd
Cormier, Helen Cretien, Danielle Curtis, Shontell Curtis, Joseph
Curtis, Farice Daigle, Rita Daniel, Irma J. Dartez, Bertha
Davis, Serita Declouette, Ethel DeJean, Theresa Donatto,
Barbara R. A. Durousseau, Elise Douresseau, Irma Durousseau,
Laura Durousseau, Betty Edmond, Armand Espree, Jr., Frank
Esprit, Sr., Gail Finley, Shirley Francis, Joe Raphael Frank,
Lawrence Frank, Mary Fuselier, Delores Gailes, Spencer Gallow,
Hilda Garderer, Bessie Garrett, Cynthia Green, Mitchell Greene,
Jr., Barbara Guillory, Thelma Guillory, Leonard Hamiliton,
Wilda Handy, Justine Hardy, Linda Hardy, Timothy Hardy, Jr.,
Timothy Hardy, Sr., Ethel Hawkins, George Hill, Cleveland
Hooper, Connie Hooper, Marie Jackson, Aaron Johnson,
Florence Johnson, M/M Joe Johnson, Mary Johnson, Thomas
Johnson, Depetris Jolivette, Jeanette Jolivette, John C. Jolivette,
Gene Jolivette, Frazier Jordan, Julia King, John Landry, Keirstan
LeCompte, Rose M. Leger, Amos Lewis, Paul L. Lewis, Georgia
McCloud, Darryl Mason, Anastasia Mason, Ezola Mayfield,
Lisa Meche, Francisca Mouton, Rosa Myers, Edward Mixon,
Sr., Emma Montgomery, Joyce Mouton, Debra Murray,
Leona N a s h , L e o n a r d N a s h , D o r o t h y P a y n e ,
F l o r e n c e P i c k n e y, Mark Rachal, Emily Richard,
Joyce Richard, Lucille Richard, Shirley Richard, Jenita
Robert, Victoria Robert, Mary Rubin, Gregory Savoie, Makayla
Savoie, Sonja Semien, Benjamin R. Shelvin, Irma Singleton,
Shirley Stevens, Mary Stewart, Eula Sylvester, Joseph Taylor, Jr.,
Germaine Thierry, Gretchen Thomas, Adilynne Troullies, Lillie
Turner, Octavia Valliere, Mark Veazie, Gloria Washington, Mary
A. White, Brenda Williams, Eugene Woods, Zachary, Major &
Gilbert families, SVD Benefactors

Weekday Mass Intentions
8:00 a.m.

Monday, July 20,2020
Holy Ghost Parishioners
Tuesday, July 21, 2020
For the Living: Paul A. Roberts, Jr., Tonya Roberts
Wednesday, July 22, 2020
For the Deceased: Alcide Thomas, Sr. (B)
Thursday, July 23, 2020
Holy Ghost Parishioners
Friday, July 24, 2020
Holy Ghost Parishioners

Holy Ghost family wishes to extend
our heartfelt sympathy and prayerful
support to the
bereaved families of:
Malcolm Sam and Merlin Rodgers
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord
and let the perpetual light shine
upon them. Amen

Word Broken, Word Shared
Editor: Hilarion Kistner, OFM, STD, SSL. Exegesis: G: Fr. Eugene Hensell, OSB, Fr. Hilarion Kistner, OFM, Fr. Timothy Schehr, SSL
Published by Franciscan Media, 28 W. Liberty Street, Cincinnati, Ohio 45202. www.franciscanmedia.org
(The following exegesis is provided for the parishioners of Holy Ghost to deepen their understanding of the Word as heard on Weekend Mass.
Please use it for your reflection throughout the week and for sharing around your dinner table with family.) Published with permission;
Title by Fr. Jaison Mangalath, S.V.D.

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 19, 2020
Exegesis of the 1st Reading: Wisdom 12:13, 16–19
The author of this book was familiar with the secular wisdom
of the late first-century BC. For this author the most valuable
wisdom came to people as a gift from God through prayer.
This unit is surrounded by scenes from the Exodus,
showing how wise the Israelites were to turn to God for
help. God is always ready to save people who set pride
aside and recognize their need for divine grace.
1) Power. This reading begins by asserting that the God
of Israel is very different from the so-called deities worshipped
by the nations. The power of Israel’s God is displayed
through acts of mercy, kindness, and patience. Knowing
the weakness of humanity, God chooses to judge with
clemency rather than with a heavy hand. Other deities are
presented as defending their position with grand and
oppressive displays of might. The God of Israel is not so
small and has no need to defend divine prerogatives.
2) Patience. The account of the Exodus from Egypt
includes many examples of divine patience. The people
of Israel only gradually come to understand God’s
purpose in their lives. Time and again they fail to exhibit
a strong faith in God. They fear they will die of thirst or
from starvation in the wilderness. God responds to this
spiritual weakness by calming such fears with signs of
divine generosity and benevolence. As a parent instructs
a child, God instructs the chosen people, offering them
plenty of opportunity to change their ways and grow
stronger in faith. Providing good ground for hope is far
preferable to swift and unyielding judgment.

Exegesis of the 2nd Reading: Romans 8:26–27
1) Weakness. Prayers are weakened by our mortal condition,
and thus our words fall short of the ideals we desire.
2) Help. The Holy Spirit intercedes for us, making up for
what we lack because God knows what we truly need for
spiritual progress.
Exegesis of the Gospel: Matthew 13:24–43
Today’s Gospel continues Jesus’ teaching in parables.
This chapter is one of the five discourses around which
Matthew structured his Gospel. There is not much context
provided for each parable. Nevertheless, for Matthew
each one of these parables presents insight into the mystery
of the kingdom of heaven.
1) The parable of the weeds among the wheat. Using the

imagery of weeds and wheat growing together until the
harvest time, Jesus affirms that the kingdom of heaven
contains both saints and sinners. The determination will
be made by God alone at the end time. In the meantime,
patience, tolerance, and forbearance are needed. The
challenge is to live together, influencing others for the
better. Later on, an allegorical interpretation of this parable
is given. Many scholars believe that interpretation reflects
more the time of the Gospel writer than that of Jesus himself. In the interpretation, each of the parable’s seven elements
is given allegorical meanings. Here Matthew is warning
his community about the need to be prepared for the final
judgment when the Son of Man will come; then the devil
will be conquered. This is a different emphasis from what
Jesus himself made, but it is a valid one. These stories
allow for more than one meaning.
2) The mustard seed and the yeast. Both of these parables
offer insight into the growth process of the kingdom of
heaven. The mustard seed and yeast imagery focuses on
smallness. Once the mustard seed is activated by being
sown in the ground and the yeast by being mixed with
three measures of wheat flour, then transformation from
very small to very large takes place. This message is
meant to encourage the Christians, who see themselves
small and powerless in the face of the great Roman Empire.
The followers of Jesus need to be reminded that the kingdom
of heaven is only partially fulfilled in the here and now.
There is much more to come.
3) Jesus spoke all these things in parables. Parable was
the form of choice Jesus employed in his teaching. On the
surface, the parable appears very simple. Below the surface,
it is very profound. The deeper level can only be reached
through faith.

