
THE HEART OF THE MATTER 

In our Advent preparation, we realized that our heart needed some preparation and likewise the road 

needed some obstacles needed to be removed so our road needed to be smooth and straight. For 

Epiphany, the Star was the Heart of the Matter, both for the Magi and Herod. The Magi were scholars 

who engaged in dream interpretations, astrology and prediction of the future. Mathew does not tell us 

the exact number. These Magi observed that star was believed to signal the birth of a “king”! As they 

entered Jerusalem asking for information about the New Born their inquiry reached King Herod. Herod 

summoned his advisors and they informed him in Bethlehem!   For them the Star was twofold; to pay 

respect and then they would in a dream find another route home. For Herod, the Star also like the Magi, 

on the surface seem to have the identical twofold purpose outwardly appearing that he also wanted to 

worship the New Born King of the Jews, but with his dysfunctional hypocritical dishonesty Herod was 

greedy for power and attempted to destroy anyone who would try to oppose him; he wanted to destroy 

God’s plan of salvation in destroying the New Born Savior. 

 Today we see and experience a great division, some still like Herold still attempting to destroy God’s 

plan of Salvation. They appear to uphold physical and spiritual freedoms, but God our Father; Isaiah 

informs us, “Our God will not judge by appearance nor make decisions based on hearsay”! This latter 

group is in denial. Consider the following hopeful; in March 2016 I was in Texas, speaking on the Campus 

of Texas A&M. By coincidence, a few weeks before I arrived there had been a racial incident. A group of 

Black Teenagers from an urban high school in Texas were touring the campus. During the tour they were 

approached by a small group of students who yelled racial slurs at them and told them to go back were 

they came from”, What is hopeful about  that?” you might be asking yourself. Nothing! What gave me 

hope is what happened next. The Student Body President, a young white man named Joseph Benigno, a 

member of the class of 2016, issued a statement on YouTube just three and a half minute long but clear, 

concise and courageous.  (This is the heart of the matter), He began by challenging those who were 

trying to deny that the incident had happened, implicit or directly accusing the students and their 

chaperones fabricating the story, to do one thing: “Stop!” “An attitude of denial is dangerous”, he said, 

recognizing that It inhibits our ability to learn from what happened. Then acknowledging that he himself 

had been silent in the face of racist, sexiest and homophobic jokes and passing comments often made 

behind closed doors, he made clear that his and others’ silence gave permission for the hateful remarks 

to be made publicly. “I feel that silence in response to these comments camouflages the genuinely 

hateful and empowers them in the development of their beliefs….Our silence fosters hate. Our silence 

enables the hateful to feel comfortable and welcome,” he said, urging his fellow students to join him in 

taking responsibility for making change. I was very impressed with it. This student government president 

clearly recognized his sphere of influence, and he was using it effectively. With the power of social 

media, he was able to amply his message in a powerful way. His example of leadership was for me a sign 

of hope”! (A discussion session for Judge Jules Edwards)! Recently we experienced one of our city judges 

who appeared to be just, courage, representing justice, demonstrated the poison that was being taught 

in her home, notice the excuse, denial; it was the sedative that made this happens. In the Gospel stories, 

we read God’s word described by the evangelists in the miracle stories; today with our phone cameras 



we see the event through the lens of our little cameras in both (his Word & Camera)  many deny what 

they read and see!  Are we using denial as our weapon to deny when we are silent? 

The Star for the Astrologers was a light leading them to worship the New Born King and a dream signal 

to return home by another route; for Herod it appeared that he wanted to also go and worship the New 

Born King, but intrinsically he wanted to destroy God’s salvation plan and the new Born King. 

For us a Christians, Jesus is the light of the World, this He informs us in the gospel, “I am the light of the 

World”. His light eradicates and destroys darkness. In our historic culture we sing an “Old Negro Spiritual 

we sing, “This little light of mine, I am goanna let it shine”. When our light shines, we should realize that 

we are letting the Peace of Christ control our hearts and His Word dwell richly in us. During this season 

of Advent season if we removed one blind spot, the light of Christ will brighten hearts and lives of those 

we meet as we journey! 

 

Happy New Year! 


